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SERMON FOR PENTECOST XI 
 
I preached the following sermon at St. Stephen's Anglican Church in Tustin last Sunday. Their pastor has been on vacation for the last three weeks, and 

I had the wonderful opportunity to fill in for her. 

sually, as I write my sermons, I first look for connections that exist between each 

Lesson, the Psalm, and the Gospel.  I assume that those who have developed our 

Sunday lectionaries must have something in mind when they put all these lessons 

together to be read on a single day.  There are times, however, that I find it difficult to see 

those connections.  This Sunday, however, I found the connection to be fairly obvious.  The 

lessons focus on our membership in God’s earthly Kingdom and our human propensity to falter, 

which can affect our membership status. 

The words of the Collect for this week, pretty much sums up this thought: 

“Keep your Church, O Lord, by your perpetual mercy; and because without you the frailty of 

our nature causes us to fall, keep us from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable 

for our salvation;…..” 

The Old Testament Lesson, I discovered, gives us a fairly complete picture of those who are 

included for membership in God’s earthly Kingdom.  Our members consist of those who do 

God’s will and keep His Sabbath.  Membership included, even in the days of the prophet Isaiah, 

Jews and Gentiles, since  Isaiah mentions the foreigner, the eunuch, and the outcasts of Israel-

-- everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it and holds fast to God’s covenant.  

The lesson states that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all peoples, not just for those 

who are his chosen ones, the Jews. 

Paul’s Epistle to the Romans further reinforces this thought.  His letter is addressed to the 

Church in Rome and particularly to Jewish unbelievers, who Paul is willing to upset by 

challenging them so that some might be successfully convinced to become Christians and thus 

be saved.   

To gain some understanding about Paul’s motives and reasons for upsetting these Jewish 

unbelievers, it might be helpful for us to appreciate his preaching objectives, habits, and 

motives as he moved from place to place during his missionary travels.  As Paul entered a city 

or a town, he would first visit the local synagogue to take his message to the Jews.  That 

message would invariably relate Jewish prophecy to the divinity of Jesus Christ, His crucifixion, 

and His resurrection. If the members of the Synagogue accepted Paul’s message, he would use 

that group to establish God’s church in that place.   

If, however, Paul’s message was rejected, he would then go to the areas where the Gentiles 

congregated, for example the marketplaces or Agoras, as they were called, where he would 

preach his message in concepts to which the Gentiles could relate and understand.  A good 

example was his approach to the people of Athens.  Once he was rejected by the local Jews, he 
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went to the Agora where he began preaching and then was invited by the locals to the 

Areopagus, a huge outcrop of rock above the city, where his message was preached in terms 

that the Gentiles could understand.  

Paul had to tailor his message for the gentiles to concepts that were familiar to local Greeks.  

Because they worshiped a Pantheon of gods, Paul attempted to show that the God he 

worshiped was the unknown god to whom the Greeks had erected an altar along the road 

traveling up to the Acropolis or high point of the city (see the pictures below).  This unknown god, 
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then, was the one true God who sent His Son to Earth to die on a cross and redeem us from our 

sins.  Jewish prophecy, of course, meant nothing, but the Greeks could easily relate to this 

unknown God. 

In his letter to the church in Rome, Paul compares the church to a tree.  Jesus is the root, and 

the members are the branches.  He reminds us that the branches do not feed the tree.  Instead, 

the branches are fed by the roots.  Likewise, the members of God’s earthly Kingdom are fed 

and nourished by the church, of which Jesus Christ is the head.  Today our food is the Bible and, 

particularly the Gospels.  Like the tree when its branches are pruned, if members in the church 

are insincere or lack faith, they can be replaced by others.  The unbelieving Jews, who would 

normally be considered the natural branches of this hypothetical tree could then be cut off and 

replaced by new Gentile members.  And yet, if they discontinued their unbelief, those same 

Jews could then be grafted back in.  In other words, membership in God’s earthly kingdom 

requires belief that is reinforced by faith.  While membership can be lost by unbelief, it can be 

regained by repentance, renewal and the recovery of that belief.  While God may punish those 

who have fallen, He will be kind to those who follow. 

The Gospel lesson reinforces this idea of grafting new believers into God’s kingdom.  Jesus is 

approached by a Canaanite woman, a non-Jew, who seeks His help in healing her daughter, 

who is possessed or oppressed by a demon.  Jesus knows that the Jews of that day considered 

Gentiles as unclean and unworthy of God’s attention.  They were considered no better than 

the dogs that begged in the streets or pets begging for attention and for morsels at the family 

table.  He questions why he should help someone who is so despised and vilified, since His 

ministry was to the Jews?”   
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I believe that Jesus, here, is testing her to see what faith she really has.  The woman points out 

that even when the Jews eat their meals, the dogs that live in their homes are permitted to eat 

the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.  In this case, then, why shouldn’t she, a 

Canaanite, be permitted to receive the “leftover” blessings of Jesus’ ministry; in this case it is 

the healing of her daughter.  Thus, it is not her request that Jesus acknowledges, but her faith 

that convinces Him to grant that request.  It is her faith that qualifies her for entry into 

membership in God’s earthly Kingdom and grants her the benefits of God’s presence. 

Finally, it is the psalm which tells us what we must do to maintain our membership in God’s 

earthly kingdom: 

• We should always pray for God’s mercy.  This also means that we should constantly be 

repentant and ask Him to forgive us for our sins. 

• People should always praise God and be glad.  Membership is a joyous thing.  When we 

are in Communion with God, we are loved and protected by Him, and we should happily 

return that love. 

Not only does God provide for individual membership in His earthly kingdom.  Membership 

also extends to the nations where we live.  He requires that those nations should praise God 

and be glad.  When that happens, we will we see increase and blessing by Him.  Then God shall 

always bless us, while people at all ends of the world will fear him. 

And so, if we are true believers, how can we help increase the membership in God’s earthy 

kingdom?  The answer is simple.  We must pray, praise, proclaim, and hope.   

• Pray for the peace of God  

• Praise God for his blessings 

• Proclaim the Gospel to all in hearing distance, and 

• Hope that the world will listen to His voice, repent, and respond to God’s call. 

 


